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Persistent Prayer


Luke 18:1-8


Does anything discourage our praying more than apparent silence from God?  What should we do when God apparently delays?

I.   The Purpose: To Teach Persistent Prayer, 1
      A.  The Context
      B.  The Concern
II.  The Parable: A Persistent Widow’s Prayers, 2-5
      A.  The Unjust Judge, 2  

1.  The setting


2.  His character

      B.  The Helpless Widow, 3

1.  Her circumstances


2.  Her tactics

      C.  Her Answered Prayer, 4-5

1.  The judge’s motives


2.  The judge’s decision

III. The Point: God Hears Persistent Prayers, 6-8
      A.  God and the Judge, 6

1.  A contrast


2.  A comparison

      B.  God and His Followers, 7

1.  Their praying


2.  God’s response

      C.  His Followers’ Faith, 8 

1.  Christ’s return


2.  Christ’s question


Are you one of the faithful, awaiting Christ’s return?

Discussion Questions

1.  What unanswered prayers do you have hanging in front of God?

2.  Are there prayer burdens that you have given up on?

3.  How relevant does Christ’s return seem to you?

4.  What are the essential elements of “the faith” that Jesus will be looking for when He returns?

